
2019-2020 Staff Biographies 
 
Roni Wobken, Principal 

 
 
Roni is entering her 29th  year of teaching, 22nd  at the helm of running the behavior program. 
This year marks the 7th  year the program has been in Fremont as ESU2 Independent.  Roni has 
bachelor’s degrees in Elementary and Special Education, a master’s degree in Special Education 
with an emphasis in Behavior Disorders and an Administration Endorsement.  She and her 
husband Tim live on an acreage near Uehling and have three daughters that they enjoy 
spending time with.  Her favorite quote is, “We get better every day.” 
 
Lee Rasmussen, Teacher 
 

 
 
Lee is beginning his 6th year at ESU2 Independent.  Lee graduated with his bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education in 2013 from Peru State College.  He is currently working on his master’s 
in special education.  Lee and his wife Michele live in Fremont with their three dogs.  In his free 
time he enjoys being outside and going to Husker football games.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Feit, Teacher 



 

 
 

Mike is entering his 4th year at Independent and his 9th year as an educator.  He has a 
Bachelor’s degree from South Dakota State University and a Master’s in Special Education from 
UNL.  Mike lives in Lincoln with his wife and 3 children.  His wife Teri is a NICU nurse at Bryan 
Hospital.  His oldest daughter, Mikara, is a senior at UN-Kearney.  His son, Caden, and youngest 
daughter, Aria attend Lincoln Northeast High School.  All of his kids are competitive swimmers, 
so the Feit family spends a lot of time at the pool.  Mike and his family are also animal lovers. 
They have 3 dogs and a variety of other pets and creatures.  His favorite quote is “Greatness 
Awaits!”  
 
Miriam Trujillo, Teacher 
 

 
 
Miriam Tellez-Trujillo is excited to be part of the ESU2 team in her new role as a teacher!  
She has been a paraprofessional for four years and will now be teaching the Life Skills and K-3rd 
graders. These last years have been an amazing experience for her. She is eager to apply the 
knowledge obtained and continue to assist all the students on their journey to success. 
Independent has a special spot in her heart which grows every minute she is at school. She 
graduated from Wayne State College with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education. Her 
husband and her have been blessed with three wonderful daughters. They are 8, 5, and 2 years 
old which help keep life exciting. Family is the center of her world which often occupies most of 
her time. She loves to read, watch movies, and pens. Two of her favorite quotes are “life is 10% 



of what happens to you, and 90% of how you react to it” and “what doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger.” 
 
Sheyenne Smith, Teacher 

 
 
Sheyenne is entering her 1st year of teaching! Sheyenne has been out at ESU2 with us as a part 
time para-professional for the last 3 years but is very excited to start making a bigger impact on 
the unique minds and personalities here at Independent as a teacher! Sheyenne graduated 
from Midland University with a bachelor’s in special education K-12 with a coaching 
endorsement. While at Midland she was a part of the volleyball team and was so thankful for 
the opportunities Midland brought upon her! When Sheyenne isn’t teaching or coaching, she 
enjoys her time with her family and friends, being out on the pond, and playing with her dogs! 
 
 
 
Lauren Burkey, Teacher 
 

    
 
Lauren Burkey is eager to enter her first year here at ESU 2! While this is her first year with us, it 
will be her fifth year as a teacher. She went to Midland University where she graduated with a 
bachelors in Elementary Education, as well as, endorsements in Special Education and 



Coaching. Sports are life for this young, vigorous educator. While at Midland she participated in 
cross country and lacrosse. In her free time, she enjoys going on long runs and working out. Her 
favorite food is pizza and she loves spending time with her two mischievous cats.  Her favorite 
quote is, “Go Big Red!” 
 
 
Sherri Johannesen, Para-professional 
 

 
Sherri Johannesen is starting her third year here at ESU 2! While continuing to hold her national 
certification as a pharmacy technician since 2003, she has found the job of her dreams at ESU2. 
Being with and learning from so many different and unique personalities, makes going to work 
seem more like fun than a job. Sherri’s biggest accomplishments are the “Fab 5” ( her 2 sons & 
3 daughters). Sherri and her husband Scott also raise feeder cattle as a “hobby”, she has two 
yellow labs and a ”thinks he’s king of the house” cat.  Sherri loves  country music! 
 
 
 
Lisa Simonsen, Para-professional 
 



 
 
Hi! My name is Lisa Simonsen. I am from Lyons,NE and will be starting my 4th year here at 
Independent. I have two daughters. One just graduated college and one that will be attending 
UNL this fall. During my free time I like to read, and enjoy spending time with my family and 
friends. I am looking forward to having a great year! 
 
 
Elimi Hernandez, Para-professional 

 
 
Elimi will be entering her second year at ESU2 Independent!! Her first year was through 

Fremont Public as a one-on-one para through the Young Adult Program. Her second year is 

through Educational Service Unit 2. She graduated from Fremont Senior High School and works 

in the K-12 life skills room. She has worked in a variety of different settings from Special 

education classrooms, Nye Legacy, and Fremont Methodist. She will be majoring in Mental 

Health Counseling and enjoys spending time with family and friends. Elimi also loves her Pitbull 

Koko and Chihuahua Chicito!!  

 
Heather Cleary, Para-professional 



 

 
 
Hi my name is Heather Cleary. I graduated from Southeast Community College with an 

Associates degree in Early Childhood Education. I live in Scribner and work at Z’s Bar 

and Grill on the weekends. I also drive van for West Point Public. In my free time, I 

enjoy hanging out with  friends and family, going to county fairs, being outside, and 

playing volleyball.  
 
 
 
Leah Munoz, Para-professional 

 
 
Leah Munoz is beginning her first full year with ESU2 after joining the staff in December of 
2018.  Leah graduated from Bellevue University with a bachelor’s degree in Behavioral Science. 
She enjoys the energy and the fact that everyday is different out at Indy.  Leah lives on an 
acreage between Hooper and Fremont with her husband and two children. In her spare time 
she enjoys swimming, going on adventures with her kiddos, musicals, and attending concerts. 
Leah’s goals are to keep growing by furthering her education and to learn how to curl!  
 
 
Roni Austin, Para-professional 
 



 
My name is Roni Austin and I’ve been with ESU2 for two years as a Para-professional.  I live on a 
small acreage outside of Uehing with my three children.  I have horses, a cat and a chihuahua 
named Brody that comes to school with me on special days to interact with the kids.  On my 
days off I enjoy spending time with my family and friends.  I enjoy being outside riding my horse 
and working in my garden.  
 
 
 

 
Ashley Johnson 
Occupational Therapist 
Ashley Johnson is starting her 4th year at the Educational Service Unit #2, and her 10th year as 
an occupational therapist. She graduated from Creighton University in 2009 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Health Sciences and Doctorate in Occupational Therapy. She worked at St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital before transitioning to working in the school system. She loves 
helping children of all ages achieve their highest potential in the classroom. When not working 
with students, she enjoys spending time with her husband, Chris, and three year old son, Amos. 
She enjoys traveling, reading, and sports.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sally Vogel 
Speech Language Pathologist 

 

 
 
Sally Vogel is starting her 17th year at the Educational Services Unit, and her 28th year as a 
speech-language pathologist. She received both her BA and MA at Wichita State University in 
Kansas before moving to Nebraska. She provided services the first year Independent was 
opened, and came back again last year.  She has worked with all ages and with many different 
needs.  She enjoys the challenge and different needs of all the students here at Independent. 
When not working at Independent or in other districts on her caseload, she enjoys time with 
her children (3 boys and 1 girl) and her husband of 22 years, in Boy Scout activities, 4-H 
activities, sports and music events and family gatherings.  Her biggest joys are seeing kids 
develop better communication skills and understanding of language so that they can become 
stronger, and more independent.  
 
 
 
 
 



Samantha Cash, MLU Student Teacher (Spring), MLU Para-professional

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi, My name is Samantha Cash. I will be starting my first full year at Independent this Fall and 
am excited to student teach there in the Spring. I have two awesome kids and this summer we 
got a German Shepherd dog named Nova. She’s been a great addition to our family. In my spare 
time I like to read and go for walks with my family. I’m excited to start a new year and finish at 
Midland this May. 
 
 
 
 
 
Megan Aultz, MLU Para-professional 

 
 
Megan Aultz will be joining ESU 2 for her second year! Megan is entering her junior year at 
Midland University and is working towards her bachelors in Special Education K-12 and an 
endorsement in ESL. While at Midland, she is on the volleyball team and is involved with SEAN. 
She enjoys spending time with family and friends and her two dogs. Her favorite quote is, 
“Once you choose hope, anything is possible.” She is excited for this upcoming school year! 
 
Lexis Haase, MLU Para-professional 

 
 
 



 
Lexis Haase will be joining ESU 2 for her second year! Lexis will be a sophomore at Midland 
University and working towards her degree in Business Administration with a concentration in 
Marketing. Lexis also plays basketball for Midland. She enjoys hanging out with friends and 
family. She is excited for the school year to begin! 
 
 
Amanda Hansen, MLU Para-professional 

 
 
 
Amanda Hansen will be joining ESU 2 for her second year. Amanda will be a Senior at Midland 
University, while working towards her degree in Business Administration with a concentration 
in Accounting. Also while at Midland, she plays basketball and participates in FCA. She enjoys 
spending time with friends and family. She is excited to return to ESU for the upcoming school 
year. 
 
 
 


